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This will be an exciting and 
interesting session. 



Ground Rules 

ÅAsk questions at any time. 
 

 

ÅI am happy to go off on tangents, and discuss 
ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎ ŀǘ ŀƭƭ ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳ Χ ŀǎ ƭƻƴƎ ŀǎ ƛǘΩǎ ǾŀƎǳŜƭȅ 
related to our line of work. 
 

ÅLŦ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘŀƭƪƛƴƎ ƳƻǊŜΣ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ Ŏŀƭƭ ƻǊ 
email me.  (Contact details on last slide.) 
 

 



About CivicInfo BC 

ÅWe are a not-for-profit municipal agency, 
incorporated in 2000.  www.civicinfo.bc.ca 
 

 

Å²ŜΩǊŜ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎƘƛǇ ōŀǎŜŘ ς 99% of BC local 
governments are members.   
 

ÅWe offer a wide range of services for people who 
are in the local government sector.  Unique in 
/ŀƴŀŘŀΦ  όhƴŜ άǎƛǎǘŜǊ ŀǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴέ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ¦{!Φύ 
 

 

 



Document Search 



Document Search 

ÅWe maintain a Google Custom Search tool for 
searching all local government websites and 
those for related agencies in the province. 
 

 

ÅWe will occasionally assemble mini-libraries of 
documents specific to topical issues.  We also 
ƘŀǾŜ ŀ άtǊŀŎǘƛŎŜǎ ϧ LƴƴƻǾŀǘƛƻƴǎέ ŘŀǘŀōŀǎŜΦ 
 

ÅGreat starting point for research. 
 

 



Directories 



Find your local government colleagues, 
or suppliers that serve the sector. 



Election Reporting 



Mr. Peanut 
Candidate for Mayor of Vancouver, 1974 



Mr. Peanut 
/ŀƳǇŀƛƎƴƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ά¢ƘŜ Peanettesέ 



 

Mr. Floatie 
 

Lobbying for  
sewage treatment.  

 
Aspiring Candidate 

for Mayor of 
Victoria, 2005 



Election Reporting 

ÅDatabase of 3,000 local government candidates 
assembled as soon as nominations close. 
 

 

 

ÅLive results, direct from local governments, on 
election night. 
 

 

 

ÅResults are fed live to all media, including CBC, 
CTV Bellmedia, major newspapers, TV, and radio. 



Press Releases 



Active transportation infrastructure provides 

bitchin new multi-use pathways  



Press Releases 

ÅWe cross-post all local government press 
releases that may be of interest to a professional 
audience. 
 

ÅAverage of 2 or 3 per day.   
 

ÅExcellent and easy way to see what your 
colleagues are doing in other communities. 



@BCHeadlines on Twitter 



One of our Twitter Followers 
(Really.) 



@BCHeadlines on Twitter 

ÅLocal government news headlines, aggregated 
daily.  About 75 headlines a day, linked. 
 

 

ÅIncludes the good, the bad, and the ugly. 
 

 

ÅIƻǊǊƛōƭŜ ŀōǳǎŜ ƻŦ άǎƻŎƛŀƭ ƳŜŘƛŀέΣ ōǳǘ ǾŜǊȅ 
popular with elected officials, senior staff, and 
community watchdogs.  Great feedback. 







Surveys & Statistics 



Surveys & Statistics 

ÅWe conduct annual surveys of British Columbia 
local governments.  (Fees & charges; wages, etc.) 
 

 

 

ÅMost popular:  salary and benefits surveys for 
staff; remuneration rates for elected officials. 
 

 

 

ÅOpportunity exists to work with other provinces; 
sharing survey methodology and results. 



Legislative Calendar 


